
Human/Nature 

Art Museum Project 

Due: Thurs. Mar. 4
th

 

 

 

This term we’re examining our relationship with nature, therefore we’re going to focus 

on art in which nature plays in important if not central role.  I am suggesting some 

specific paintings and some areas in the museum that are rich in these works.  You are of 

course welcome to choose other paintings as long as they are appropriate for the 

assignment.  Be sure to provide both the title, date of creation, and the painter’s name for 

any pieces to which you refer.  Read the guideline “Looking Analytically” from Feldman 

attached to help guide you in your analysis. 

 

In your analysis, I expect you to refer to the ideas presented by Meinig, Andrews and 

Gombrich.  How the natural work is portrayed in art is shaped by the cultural context in 

which the artist works.  Although our eyes may be the same anatomically and 

physiologically, we aren’t looking through identical lenses when we view nature.  Art can 

serve as a lasting record, giving us insight as to how nature was perceived at different 

times and places.  Art also influences and shapes culture. 

 

To help you accomplish this task, I listed below and series of steps to guide you in 

completing your work. 

 

1. Observe and describe two paintings or photographs (with either a 

landscape motif or a strong nature element) from two of the following 

galleries (specific paintings are suggested on the back.).  Using Feldman 

as a guide, describe and analysis the painting or photograph.  Make sure to 

include a detailed description of the piece, the impression it creates or you 

think the artist is attempting and a brief judgment as to what relationship 

with nature is implied. 

a. European Art 2-C on map (2
nd

 floor main building. Hoffman 

Gallery) 

b. Schnitzer Center for Northwest Art 3-A on the map. 3
rd

 Floor Main 

Building. (ask!....you have to go up some stairs, but this is very 

worth the visit….go past the Native American exhibit). 

c. American Art 2-A main building (south side) 

d. Asian Art 1-A on the map main building (just a few pieces but 

non-European) 

e. Jubitz Center for Modern and Contemporary Art (a few pieces in 

1-A and the long hallway, but the best territory is the Photography 

Exhibit in M-B) 

 

2. Choose two of the paintings or photographs that you think provide 

contrasting perspectives of nature.  Characterize each and then explore 

what their differences tell you.  Are there humans present in the picture?  

How is their relationship with the natural world portrayed?  Tell me in 



detail what the artist has done to create the impression.  Remember what 

Andrew has to say about the human creating the landscape as a choice of 

setting.  What values are imposed upon and reflected in the piece?  

Consider Meinig, but don’t simply assign the works to categories.  Is 

nature beautiful, calming, threatening, awe inspiring?  What is the role of 

any humans, observers or participants?  Is the landscape human shaped 

and occupied or pristine?  Romantic influences? 

 

Suggested Works (Location by letters on the maps) 

 

1. European Art 

a. “Mercury and Argus” Bonaventura Peeters 

b. “Shipwreck” Charles Lacroix 

c. “Nature’s Fan” Willian-Adolphe Bougueveau 

d. “In the Pyrenees” Theodore Rousseau 

e. “Autumn” Courbet 

 

2. Schnitzer Center for Northwest Art 

a. “The Cove” Wm. Girler 

b. “Mt. Hood” Wm. Samuel Parott 

c. “Homesteaders” Arthur Runquist 

d. “Riders on the Range” Clayton Price 

e. “Forest and Eagle” Robert Hack 

f. “Harvest” Michael Brophy (in the far back right wall on the 4
th

 floor) 

 

3. American Art 

a. “Wave” Wm. Richards 

b. “Cheyenne Encampment” Blakelock 

c. “Mt. Hood” Albert Bierstadt 

d. “New England Road” Childe Hassam 

e. “Central Park” Max Weber 

f. “Out of the Dew” Arthur Davies 

g. “Ice Cutter” Johan Weir 

 

4. Asian Art 

a. “Screen of Mountain Landscapes” Korean 

b. “West Lake” Kano Sanraku 

c. “West Lake” Tomito Kiesen 

 

5. Jubitz Center Modern and Contemporary Art 

a. “After the Hurricane” M. Hartley (1
st
 floor) 

b. “Fir Trees” Kirchner (1
st
 floor) 

c. “High Lead” Clark Kinsey (photo gallery) 

d. “Shiprock” David Best  

e. “Angkor #26” Kenro Izu 

f. “Moab” Lee Friedlander 


